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ANNUAL MEETING OF A.A.H.D. 
The Amorican Academy of tho History of Dentistry will hold its 
annual. mooting at Cleveland, tho Hotel Statler, Parlor C, Sop- 
tembor 26, 


THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF THE HISTORY OF PHARMACY 
R/ Among the vocations and professions with which tho dentist has 
had important contacts ts that of the pharmacist. It is for 
that reason that tho Bulletin ils glad to present the Amorican Instie- 
tute of the History of Pharmacy as an elder sister of the American 
Acadomy of the History of Dentistry. Glenn Sonnodeckor, secretary of 
the Instituto, has writton the oditor a friendly letter with regard 
to the Academy and the Bulletin, onclosing an interesting brochure on- 
titled "The American Institute of the History of Pharmacy--Its First 
Decade, 191-1951," with oxtonsive bibliography. This organization, 
founded by Edward Kremers, celobratod its tenth anniversary at its 
birthplace (and present headquarters) in Madison, Wisconsin, May 10, 
1951. Tho Institute publishes from four to six historical booklets 
each year, copies of which will be exchanged with the Bulletin. The 


Institute has in project soveral historical studies, including brief 
histories of pharmacy in the various states of the nation. George 
Urdang is director of the Instituto. 


DR. LAPIRA AND DENTISTRY IN MALTA 

R/ Under the titlo The MHistory of Maltese Dentistry, Dr. J. Fiorini, 
in a brochure of 30 pages (Malta, 1953), gives an account of the 

careor in dentistry of Dr. Edgie Lapira. Dr. Lapira, according to 

his biographer, is to be completely identified with the development off 

the dental profession in the island of Malta from 1922 to date. 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
R/ The University of Pennsylvania School of Dentistry, celebrated the 
seventy-fifth yoar of its founding, June 10 to 12. On that occasi 
the University published a brochure with a historical sketch of the de 
tal school, with many illustrations. The namo "Thomas W. Evans Museur 
and Dental Institute’ was profixed to its official title in 1912 when 
the two institutions were affillatod. The school was opened as a doe 
partment of the University in 1878, and has had on its staff and as 
Braduates some of the most distinguished dentists of this country. 
Charles J.Essig, Udwin T. Darby, James Truman, ldward C. Kirk, Matthew 
H. Cryer, and Charles R, Turner were among its most famous men. 


PERCY HOWE AND THE FORSYTH INFIRMARY . 

R/ A readable two-hundred page book entitled Dr. Howe and the Forsyth 
Infirmary, by Rollo Walter Brown, has been published by the Har- 

vard University Press, 1952. 


ISTORY OF LOCAL ANESTHESIA 
An illustrated historical sketch of'’The Development of Local Anaé¢ 


thesia" is published in Dental Magazine and Oral Topics 70:92-102 
April 1953. 


HISTORY ESSAY CONTEST IN GEORGIA 

A state-wido contest for high school students on the history of 

dontistry has just beon completed in Georgia. The winner was 
Hazel Conner of Monroe High School who submitted "A History of Dentis 
try in Walton County" (J. Goorgia D. A. 27:8-10 July 1953). Tho chair 
man, W. Edgar Coleman, reportod that 67 essays were submitted but com 
mented: "It Lis surprising and disappointing, that out of approximate]; 
4.30 white high schools in tho stato only seven should have created 
enough interost among junior and senior students to havo ono or more 
essays submitted," 


PARLY HISTORY OF MEXICAN DENTAL JOURNALS 

Dr. Samuol Fastlicht of Moxico City, who has writton several arti 

cles on tho history of dontistry in Mexico, contributes an artic! 
in Spanish to Rovista de 1a Asociacton Dental Mexicana, March-April, 
1953, ontitled "Las primeras revistas odontologicas publicadas en 
Mexico" (The First Dental Journals Published in Mexico). The Moxican 
journals montioned woro El-Artoe Dental, founded in 1887, La Revista 
Dental Mexicana, begun in 1890, end continued from 1899 as La Reviste 
Medico=Dental llexicana to 1903. Dr. Fastlicht adds some notes on ear 
dental journals of other Latin-Amorican countries, 


AN UNPUBLISHED LETTER FROM JOSEPH FOX 
Among the interesting documents regarding the history of dentistry 
which hitherto remained unpublished is the following letter, owneg 
by Northwestern University Dental School, from the British dentist Fo 
to the chemist W. H. Pepys, Jr.: 


My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to present you with my book, 
accept of my thanks for your kindness in contributing 
to its perfection-- I shall be much obliged if you will 
let me havo by Thursday ao scoop director? for using the 
fusible metal as on l'riday I wish to shew its application 
at my lecturee= Tho sheet was printed in which the fusible 
metal is mentioned before-I saw yous but I have inserted 
your name in the advertizoment. 

I am very truly 
Yours 


Jany. 6. 1806=- Joseph Fox 


“These words might be something elso -- "sirup," "dissecter." 
The instrument has not been identified. 


The fusible metal referred to was probably d'Arcet's metal, rr alloy 
of lead, tin, and bismuth, that melted below the boiling point of 
water. Before the silver amaltams were employed, fusible metal was 
introduced molten into the tooth cavity where it cooled instantly and 
according to Fox, made the most perfectly adapted filling. 


